Characterizing the sources of poor

AR | academic achievement
C"@,TE Pp&\c’ ~

How can cognitive and social sciences help
reduce educational inequalities?

Programme Jeune
Recherche Nearly one child out of six has difficulty learning reading and math, skills that are fundamental to later
schooling and professional success. Many of these children come from disadvantaged socio-economic
2023-2024 backgrounds (SES), especially in France as compared to the OECD average. Often not being diagnosed
as "dyslexic" or "dyscalculic”, these children do not benefit from appropriate help or remediation. Better
understanding the sources of poor academic achievement in this population is thus of crucial importance
and has been very little studied. In particular, SES could influence the development of different cognitive
skills, but also of socio-emotional abilities. In this study, 479 children from REP/REP+ schools were
recruited and assessed on reading and math performance as well as on various cognitive and socio-
emotional skills. Preliminary results suggest that a subgroup of children, showing poor performance in
both reading and math, tend to come from lower SES backgrounds and to present broader cognitive
Impairments comparatively to poor achievers in reading only, in math only and normally achieving

children.
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Preliminary results

Comparatively to poor achievers in reading only or in math only and to normally achieving children, poor achievers in
both reading and math domains:

» tend to come from lower SES backgrounds.
* present broader impairments in various cognitive skills.

Implications for public policies

Characterization of the sources of poor academic achievement in children from low SES backgrounds.

|dentification of promising remediation targets in this population in order to develop and evaluate personalized
Interventions and to inform educational policies.
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